
A report presented to an
international conference in
Sydney warns of the enormous
human and financial cost of
tailpipe pollution from motor
vehicles, especially those
powered by diesel engines.

Commissioned by the World LP
Gas Association, the report
calculates the monetary cost of ill
health caused by airborne
particulate matter (PM) emitted by
motor vehicles.

The report was prepared by Dr Bin
Jalaludin from the University of
New South Wales in consultation
with Australian air quality expert
Peter Anyon.

It calculates that the health cost to
the community of one diesel-
powered van travelling 30,000
kilometres a year is in the order of
US$600-1000.

The report also calculates that an
LPG Autogas-powered van
performing the same task would
generate a health cost of less than

US$30 per annum because of its
much cleaner tailpipe emissions.

“The report confirms and
quantifies what everybody thought
was the case, but we’ve been
surprised by the magnitude of the
costs to the community calculated
in the report,” said the managing
director of the World LP Gas
Association, James Rockall.

In Europe there are growing
concerns about the health 
effects of PM pollution on the
community, especially in the light
of the rapid growth in diesel
vehicle sales in that region over
the last decade.

In the wake of a sharp increase
in petrol prices, Australian sales

of diesel-powered passenger cars,
SUVs and light commercials 
rose by 15 per cent in 2005 to
110,607 vehicles.

PM emissions have been
implicated in a range of cancers
and lung illnesses, including
asthma.

“It’s now clear that these health
costs go way beyond the impact
on a government’s treasury of any

tax incentives given to encourage
Autogas use in motor vehicles,”
said Mr Rockall.

The report shows that the PM
emissions from an average
Autogas-powered vehicle are just
3.4 per cent of those of a diesel-
powered equivalent.

PM emissions from Autogas are
also about half of those of an
equivalent petrol-powered vehicle.

The report concludes that in many
countries the economic burden of
vehicle pollution is estimated to
exceed 2.0 per cent of national
gross domestic product (GDP).

It concludes that early adoption of
rigorously implemented transport
fuel and taxation policies, which
lead to a strong uptake of cleaner
gaseous fuels, can play a very
significant role in reducing air
pollution and its consequential
harm to the community and
national economy.

“LPG Autogas is a very important
alternative fuel and governments
who encourage its use can have a
significant positive impact on our
health,” said Mr Rockall.
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An LPG Autogas-powered Ford
Territory has won a four-way
comparison test between
Autogas, petrol, diesel and
hybrid-engined vehicles.

The comparison, conducted by
leading motoring journalist
Graham Smith and published in
Melbourne’s Herald Sun
newspaper, showed that the
Territory fitted with a new-
generation vapour-injection LPG
system cost less to run over a
400km test route that a petrol-
electric hybrid-engined 
Toyota Prius.

The Territory used $20.38 of fuel,
while the Prius used $20.57.

“I wasn’t surprised by the 
result, given the price advantage
of Autogas and that modern 
LPG injection systems are 
getting much closer to petrol
engines in terms of fuel
economy,” says Smith.

The Autogas-powered Territory
achieved an average fuel
consumption of 13.36 litres/100
km compared to the petrol
version’s fuel consumption of 12.4
litres/100 km. � continued page 4
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James Rockall, managing
director of the World LP Gas
Association with the report.
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An LPG Autogas-powered Ford Territory
was cheaper to run that petrol, diesel
and hybrid-powered vehicles over a
400km route of city and country driving.







However, the much higher cost of
petrol versus Autogas meant the
petrol Territory consumed a
whopping $61.85 of fuel.

The Autogas-powered Territory
was also cheaper over the
distance than a petrol-powered
Holden Astra – which used $34.91
of fuel – and a diesel-engined
Volkswagen Golf ($40.56).

Smith conducted the comparison
test in response to public interest
in alternatives to petrol-powered

vehicles, following the recent spike
in fuel prices.

“With absolutely no sign that
petrol prices will come down any
time soon, it could be the right
time to consider your driving
future,” says Smith.

Smith says he was not previously
a fan of Autogas but has been
converted by the new generation
of sequential vapour-injection 
LPG systems.

“The way the dual-fuel Tartarini
system fitted to the Territory
functions is largely beyond
criticism – you can’t tell the
difference between the vehicle
running or petrol and running on
Autogas. I would happily drive one
for sure.”

The Tartarini sequential gas
injection system is imported from
Italy and distributed in Australia by
Victorian Autogas Supplies.

The company’s chief executive,

George Peake, says the Tartarini
system was tested extensively by
his company before going on
Australian sale last year.

“We tested four other similar
systems before settling on the
Tartarini because of its
performance, driveability and
durability,” said Mr Peake.

“Engines fitted with the system
produce about the same amount
of power as on petrol. In fact an
SS Commodore we had fitted with
the system actually produces
three kilowatts more.

“The reliability has been terrific.
We fitted the Tartarini system to a
BA Falcon ute and it did
100,000km in six months without
missing a beat before it came in
for its first service.”

Newcastle, NSW, motorist
Brendon Black says there’s no
going back to petrol after
purchasing an Autogas-powered
motor vehicle.

Mr Black purchased a factory
LPG Autogas Ford Falcon
last July from an auction
house.

Having previously driven
Autogas-powered
company cars, he was
already familiar with
many of the benefits of
using the alternative fuel.

“Cost savings, doing my part
to help reduce pollution,
reduced engine wear, less
exposure to rapid petrol spikes,
car resale value and safety – all
contributed to why I chose
Autogas and why I strongly
recommend it”, Mr Black said.

As he travelled extensively
between Newcastle on the NSW
Central Coast and Canberra,
Autogas provided Mr Black with
similar performance and reduced
fuel costs compared to a petrol-
powered vehicle. 

“Filling up with low-priced LPG
Autogas against an expensive
petrol fuel which costs typically
double or more has saved me on

average 45 per cent. I’m reaping
exceptional savings on fuel costs”,
he said.  

“Having driven over 20,000
kilometres between July 

and December, I have
saved over $1000.

“It’s also a huge
advantage for motorists
like me who want to have
greater control and visibility
on fuel spending given the
rapid changes in petrol prices”.

The Falcon’s fuel economy with
Autogas has returned
consumption figures of

approximately 15 litres per 100
kilometres, averaged over both
highway and city driving.

However, on purely highway
driving, the Falcon has averaged
consumption figures as low as

11.5 litres per 100 kilometres.

LPG Autogas dramatically
reduces the build-up of

carbon on internal
engine

components, hence
reducing engine wear 

and enhancing the motor
vehicle’s reliability. 

Additionally, it does not wash 
the protective lubricant from
cylinder walls.

“I’ve noticed that, since I have
switched to Autogas, the oil 
and oil filter are much cleaner 

at service time”, said Mr Black. 

“The oil is the same colour as it
was when it went in, not a dirty
black colour which is often the
case with petrol vehicles.

“As for its performance, you can
put your foot into it and it just
goes. I’m extremely happy and, in
practical terms, it’s just as good as
any equivalent petrol-run vehicle.

“I was also surprised with its
availability as people had told me 
I would have trouble finding outlets
offering Autogas.

“I have never had such a problem
as there is always a bowser ready
and waiting.”

DRIVING FOR PERFORMANCE 
AND FUEL COST SAVING

lpgautogas.com.auFor further information contact Phil Westlake,
Industry Development Manager, LPG Australia. 

t: 02 9319 4733
e: mail@alpga.asn.au

AUTOGAS WINS TEST AGAINST 
PETROL, DIESEL AND HYBRID
� from page 1

LPG Autogas advocate 
Brendon Black and his
factory Autogas Ford
Falcon which has helped
him reduce fuel costs.

“Filling up with low-
priced LPG Autogas has

saved me on average 
45 per cent. I’m reaping

exceptional savings on
fuel costs.”


